Jahnavi Narkar

Department of Linguistics, UCLA

BACKGROUND

 How are laryngeal contrasts represented?
1. Realist (e.g., Iverson & Salmons, 1995; Honeybone, 2005)

RESULTS

H1H2 does not help predict category, but lead and lag VOT do.

Laryngeal realist representations in Bengali
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* Infant vs adult-directed speech (IDS vs ADS)

« Slower (longer lead and lag VOT) (Cox et al., 2022)
« Hyper-articulated, breathier (greater H1*-H2*) (Kuhl et al., 1997;

Miyazawa et al., 2017)
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« Recordings of 10 native speakers of Bangladeshi Bengali (Yu et al.,
2014) F R FRIT
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CONCLUSIONS

« Bengali “voiced aspirates” are just that — specified by [voice] and [spread].
« Some asymmetry between the realization of Th and Dh versus D.
* Does not necessarily mean features are asymmetric (Schwarz et al., 2019).

* Phonetic realization - phonological specification relationship mediated by language specific-
phonetic grammars.

* Robust evidence for featural representations must be phonological (e.g., Honeybone, 2005), not just
phonetic.
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